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A30/A303 survey reveals road 
users demand improvements 


by Jack Dixon 


ROAD users and business 
leaders around the 
A30/A303 are demanding 
improvements to the South 
West’s main access route, 
which passes through the 
Blackdown Hills, a survey 
has revealed. 

A comprehensive 97 per 
cent of respondents said 
there were issues with the 
road in its current condi¬ 
tion, with four out of five 
highlighting congestion 


problems in particular. 

Calls for the road to be 
upgraded go back more 
than 20 years - and cam¬ 
paigners calling for im¬ 
provements hope to see 
sections of the road con¬ 
verted from single to dual 
carriageways. 

Last month Honiton MP 
Neil Parish said he was ex¬ 


pecting Government cash 
to be set aside for the proj¬ 
ect in the autumn, when 
proposals would be made 
for work to start. 

And the findings of this 
latest survey, carried out by 
Devon County Council, 
further enforce the mes¬ 
sage from local people that 
improvements must be 
made. 

Andrew Leadbetter, the 
council’s Cabinet Member 
for Economy and Growth, 
said: “We are pleased that 
the Government is under¬ 
taking a feasibility study to 
consider future improve¬ 
ments along the whole 
length of the A303, and we 
are keen to understand the 
full extent of problems 
faced by businesses, road 
users and communities 
using the section of the 
road which runs between 
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Culmhead, Nr Taunton, Tel: 01823 421073 
Bed & Breakfast and Self-catering 
suites available all year round 
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Honiton and Broadway. 

“This will enable local 
people to influence the pre¬ 
ferred solution for this sec¬ 
tion of the route which 
runs through Devon.” 

The survey aimed to as¬ 
sess issues and options for 
improvements along the 
stretch of road between 
Honiton and Broadway, 
and is part of a wider cam¬ 
paign to lobby the Govern¬ 
ment to bolster the entire 
A303/A358/A30 corridor. 

Congestion emerged as 
the key traffic-related issue 
- only three per cent of re¬ 
spondents felt there were 
no issues with the road in 
its current condition. 

Over a quarter of respon¬ 
dents said they had direct 
experience of situations 
that led them to believe 
that sections of the road 
were unsafe, while just 
over a fifth of travellers 
had encountered slow jour¬ 
ney times due to heavy 


goods vehicles. 

Councillor Leadbetter 
added: “This feedback is 
crucial if we are to put for¬ 
ward an effective business 
case to Government for 
improvements to this sec¬ 
tion of road. In addition, it 
will also help us put to¬ 
gether affordable and de¬ 
liverable options that are 
sensitive to the protected 
landscape. 

“The A303 is a vital con¬ 
nection into the South 
West, but one that has been 
long recognised as slow 
and unreliable, having a 
detrimental impact on the 
economic growth of the re¬ 
gion. We need to identify a 
strategy that improves the 
traffic conditions of the 
route, increases safety and 
resilience while bringing 
economic growth to the 
area.” 

However, Ken Pearson, 
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Churchinford 
Pre-School and Daycare 


Ofsted Outstanding 
Preschool in the 
Blackdown Hills 




Great 

outdoor 

play 

area 


Contact Lesley 
Telephone: 01823 601309 

www.churchinford- preschool.org.uk 
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BRASHER 

www.barronschard.co.uk 
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AS June marked the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy, View from The Blackdown 
Hills has delved in to the archives to find stories of the hills’ involvement in World War II. 

This month we feature a story first reported in 2008 when two American paratroopers returned 
to Upottery Airfield, the place they flew from on the eve of D-Day, June 5th, 1944. 

Here they tell their memories of Upottery Airfield and of parachuting behind enemy lines on D-Day. 


Paratroopers return to the place it all began 


J ULY 2008 saw the emotional reunion of two Amer¬ 
ican war veterans who returned to the place where 
their Second World War service began on the eve of 
the D-Day landings, June 5th 1944. 

For the first time in 64 years, Corporal Earl McClung, 
from Colorado, and Technical Sergeant Don Malarkey, 
from Oregon, returned to Upottery Airfield, where they 
flew out the night of the D-Day landings in Normandy. 

They were members of Easy Company, 506th Para¬ 
chute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, an 
elite army highly trained and skilled in combat. The 
pair are thought to be the only men of Easy Company 
to have ever returned to Upottery Airfield. 

The story of Easy Company has been well docu¬ 
mented and is best known thanks to historian Stephan 
Ambrose with his best selling book “Band of Broth¬ 
ers”, which was turned in to a television series pro¬ 
duced by Hollywood Director Steven Spielberg and 
Tom Hanks. 


The visit to Upottery was arranged by United States 
military magazine Valor, which organised for the vet¬ 
erans to attend a military vehicle show in Kent. 

This provided the perfect opportunity to revisit Upot¬ 
tery Airfield, now known as Smeatharpe Airfield. 

Through various lines of enquiry, the South West Air¬ 
field Heritage Trust (SWAHT) based at Dunkeswell, was 
contacted. To welcome their visitors, SWAHT arranged 
for a “Dakota” C-47 plane to fly in and land. 

The plane was an original troop carrier, which flew 
from Upottery airfield on the eve of D-Day. 

Members of SWAHT welcomed the veterans to the air¬ 
field. They were given the opportunity to climb aboard the 
C-47 and they talked to members of the public about their 
experiences on D-Day. 

Speaking in 2008, founder member of SWAHT, Claude 
Caple described the visit by the two veterans as “a presti¬ 
gious event”. 

He said: “It was a very prestigious event. The day was 



THE crew of the C-47 "Dakota" who flew down from Oxford in 2008 are pictured with the American 
visitors 


Easy Company’s difficult day 


PARATROOPERS Earl McClung and Don Malarky 
and the rest of Easy Company left Upottery Airfield 
late in the evening on June 5th, 1944 and headed for 
France, where they would parachute in behind the 
landing beaches in Normandy. 

Paratroopers were a relatively new concept within 
the American Military and it was an extremely risky 
operation. 

A total of 81 C-47 Dakota troop carriers left Upot¬ 
tery, carrying more than 2,000 paratroopers of the 
506th PIR, including 139 men of Easy Company. 
They jumped at approximately 1.30am on June 6th. 

Flying over France, the planes came under fire and 
pilots quickly gave paratroopers the green light. Sol¬ 
diers were jumping from dangerously low heights at 
high speeds, which left men scattered over a distance 
of 20 kilometres. 

Speaking in 2008, Mr McClung, 85, remembered the 
night they prepared to fly for D-Day and the moment 
when they jumped into combat for the first time. 

“The bags were so heavy I had to take them off, 
throw them into the plane and put them back on 
again,” he said. 

“We were flying so low. We weren't very high when 
we jumped, less than 300ft. It happened very quickly. 
I hit the roof of a building.” 

Mr Malarkey, 87, was 23 when he first went into 
combat. 

He recalled at the time: “We didn’t have a drop zone 
identified. As soon as we hit heavy fire we dropped 


75ft and out we went. The parachute just popped open. 
I landed in an elm tree.” 

Disorientated, members of Easy Company tried to 
regroup. Twelve soldiers, including Mr Malarkey, 
gathered together. Under leadership of First Lieu¬ 
tenant Richard Winters, they were able to carry out 
their mission, launching an assault on a battery of Ger¬ 
man artillery and taking out four 105mm cannons. 

Mr Malarkey was awarded a Bronze Star for his ac¬ 
tions in Normandy. 

Revisiting the airfield from which they took off on 
their first mission brought back many memories for 
the two war veterans. 

Mr McClung said: “I have been back to England a 
couple of times but this is the first time I have been 
back to Smeatharpe. 

“I am amazed that the runways are still here. I flew 
from here twice, once for a dry run.” 

“It is an eerie feeling being here, knowing what we 
did here many years ago and how all the people were 
lost in doing it,” said Mr Malarkey. “It is a proud place 
to be.” 

Not only did the men of Easy Company parachute 
in to Normandy, but they fought on the frontlines of 
many operations on the Western Front between June, 
1944 and May, 1945. 

They fought for the liberation of Holland, held the 
frontline in the “Battle of the Bulge” at Bastogne, and 
captured Hitler's Eagles Nest. 

Both men served on these missions. 


eventful and the two veterans seemed to enjoy it very much. 

“Events like this don't happen too often and we were ex¬ 
tremely lucky. 

“We were pleased to hear that the pilot and crew of the 
C-47 were happy to come here again and we were very 
grateful for their presence.” 

The day concluded with a visit to the sentry box near 
New House Chapel where Mr McClung and Mr 
Malarkey laid a wreath and a minute's silence was ob¬ 
served in memory of the lives lost during the war. 

Below is Mr McClung’s and Mr Malarky’s D-Day 
story. 



■ MR Don Malarkey and Mr Earl McClung are 
pictured in 2008 as they arrived at Upottery Air¬ 
field, for the first time since June 1944 
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■ THE Royals enjoy a drink 

Royals raise a glass 
to Luppitt brewery 


THE Earl and Countess of Wessex have paid a visit to 
Otter Brewery in Luppitt, near Honiton. 

During their visit last month they were given the 
grand tour of the brewery. 

The Queen’s youngest son Prince Edward celebrated 
his 50th birthday in March and engaged in a tour vis¬ 
iting rural businesses to mark the occasion. 


Somerset remembers 


SOMERSET residents 
are being invited to 
share stories of the First 
World War as part of 
the lottery-funded 
“Somerset Remem¬ 
bers” project. 

In the year that marks 
the 100th anniversary 
of the outbreak of the 
war, the project has 
launched an online 
community archive 
where people can share 
the photographs, letters 
and stories which have 
been passed down 
through the genera¬ 
tions. 

The project team are 
hoping Somerset peo¬ 
ple and others will get 
involved with the on¬ 
line archive and help to 
create a major histori¬ 
cal resource for future 
generations. 

The county council's 
cabinet member for 
heritage councillor 
David Hall said: “The 
online archive is excit¬ 
ing because it gives 
everyone a chance to 
engage in their own 
history. 

“Beyond the national 
commemoration of toil 


and sacrifice, many will 
recall the personal sto¬ 
ries which have been 
passed down by those 
who took part in the 
conflict. Those people 
are no longer able to 
share their stories so it 
is more important than 
ever that you share 
yours.” 

Do you have pictures, 
letters, diaries, or war 
records from a family 
member who was in¬ 
volved? Did a relative 
serve with the Somerset 
Light Infantry? Is there 
a Red Cross nurse in 
the family? Or have 
you been researching 
your village to mark the 
centenary? 

You can contribute to 
the project or read the 
fascinating accounts of 
the lives and experi¬ 
ences of Somerset men 
and women by visiting 
the community archive 
at: www.somerse- 

tremembers .com 

The Somerset Re¬ 
members project is 
being led by Somerset 
Heritage Service and is 
supported by the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund. 


Arriving by helicopter, the couple were met by three 
generations of the McCaig family, which owns Otter 
Brewery, before being introduced to members of the 
office team. 

After the brewery tour, the dignitaries were escorted 
down to the eco cellar by Patrick and David McCaig 
to see how it works. 

The visit was rounded off by a presentation of gifts 
from both the family and from the staff’s children in 
the Green Shed, culminating in a quick taste of Otter 
Amber and Otter Bitter poured by senior sales rep 
Luke Roberts. 

Patrick McCaig said: “What a day for the brewery. 

“The Earl and Countess were charming and very in¬ 
terested in what we do here. In fact, both wanted to 
try filling one of the casks so we happily let them. 

“Our whole family (and it is a large family!) were 
here to meet them as well as some of our staff’s chil¬ 
dren. 

“They finished their trip with a quick taste in the bar 
and then it was back in to the sky again.” 



Originally part of an eleventh century 
mill between the villages of Corfe 
and Trull, a charming pub offering 
very enjoyable relaxing refreshments, 
lunch or dinner experience. 

Come and visit us or visit our website 

www. queensarmspitminster. com 

The Queens Arms, Pitminster, 
Taunton, Somerset TA3 7AZ 
TELEPHONE 01823 421529 


Start the most rewarding 
career you'll ever have... 

As the country's population grows older 
more and more people are turning to Home 
Care services, rather than opting for a Care 
Home or similar. 


Way Ahead Care is a family run business 
delivering Home Care to people in their own 
homes within the communities of the 
Blackdown Hills and Wellington. 


We are looking to recruit the special 
people required to deliver these services. 


No experience is necessary 
as full training will be 
provided. 


If you have a friendly and 
pleasant disposition and are 
able to work flexibly, with a 
caring approach we would 
like to hear from you. 


Providing Home Care services is one of 
the most rewarding jobs yjou can do. For 
more information please see our website 

You wiU reqxjMe occes s to motorised transport and benfipawd to twef to tn+ ho*trs of 
those rece'rtoQ series we operate 




www.wayaheadcare.co.uk 

01823 321123 
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MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


♦ DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


A^9A lowbrook 

-• ! NURSERY and 
[ GARDEN CENTRE 


A great choice of summer plants 
for baskets, pots and bedding 


A wide selection of shrubs, trees, 
climbers & clematis, herbaceous, 
alpmes, roses, herbs & much more 


From main meals to cream teas 
we cook great food all day 


GROW YOUR OWN 
Wide range of seeds available 
and a good choice of veg plants 


On the main A38 Taunton/Wellington 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324 

LwM.wiA^brooknursenraoOgardenoeritne.ca.iA 


To advertise in View from the Blackdowns 
contact Rose Siwek on 01297 35750 

Send your news stories to lisa@pemedia.co.uk 


■ AND they’re off - the Chardstock ducks make their way down the River Kit 


MORE than 500 ducks raced to the finish line from 
Mill Bridge on the River Kit in Chardstock, for the 
annual village duck race. 

The event was well-supported with a crowd of 
more than 200 watching from the river banks. 

Competition was stiff this year and it took the win¬ 
ning duck almost one hour, 17 minutes to “swim” 
the half mile course down to Kit Bridge. 


First prize went to Jenny Fells, second to Sally 
Freemantle and third to Henry Cackett. 

A BBQ was held at the end of the race. 

Special thanks went to members of staff from 
Flamingo Pool, Axminster, for ensuring that all en¬ 
trants returned home safely. 

A total of £565 was raised by the event to support 
worthy causes. 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


Bikers mark D-Day anniversary 


MOTORCYCFISTS 
from across the West 
Country converged on 
Smeatharpe airfield near 
Honiton on Thursday, 
June 5th to play their part 
in the nation’s D-Day 70th 
anniversary commemora¬ 
tions. 

Led by Taunton motor¬ 
cycle riding instructor 
Gordon Kemp, they 
stopped off at the old 
World War Two airstrip to 
salute the hundreds of 
American paratroopers 
who flew from there on 
the night before the Nor¬ 
mandy landings 70 years 
ago. 

The bikers, many carry¬ 
ing remembrance poppies, 
Union Jacks and US flags, 
travelled down the old air¬ 
field’s main runway over¬ 
looking the Blackdown 
Hills before heading to 
Smeatharpe’s US memo¬ 
rial sentry box a half a 
mile away. 

There they paused to 
hear historian Robin 
Gilbert of the South West 
Airfields Heritage Trust 
explain the crucial role 
played by the village’s air¬ 
field - known as RAF 
Upottery during the war - 
in the historic battles to 
liberate Nazi-occupied 
Europe. 

They observed a two 
minute silence, said 
prayers, took photographs 
and paid their respects, 
before Honiton charity 
campaigner Alan Rowe 
presented them with The 
Baton - the symbol of his 
fundraising drive to sup¬ 
port British military per¬ 
sonnel and their families. 
Then the cavalcade of 
motorcycles made its way 
to the village’s airfield 
museum, known as The 
Nissen Hut, for refresh¬ 
ments. 

Later the bikers rode to 
Portsmouth to cross the 


■ BIKERS from across the South West arrived at Smeatharpe airfield to mark the 70th an¬ 
niversary of the Normandy landings 


Channel by ferry and 
from there they headed 
for iconic D-Day loca¬ 
tions Ouistreham, 

Carentan and St Mere 
Eglise, all of which saw 
heavy fighting in 1944, 
much of it involving the 


US airborne troops whose 
D-Day had started on the 
runway at Smeatharpe. 

Brian Lane-Smith, of 
the South West Airfields 
Heritage Trust, said 
Thursday’s events were 
important to help ensure 


people never forgot the 
sacrifices made during 
World War Two, and also 
to keep alive the story of 
the “remarkable” 

Smeatharpe airfield. 

He said: “There is a lot 
of history in this place. 


Smeatharpe, along with 
Dunkeswell and Culm- 
head airfields, played a 
crucial role in determin¬ 
ing the outcome of the 
war. We must never forget 
the men who came here 
and gave so much.” 


Volunteers needed to 
tackle alien invader 


A FARMING and wildlife charity is 
co-coordinating a project to con¬ 
trol the invasive alien plant Hi¬ 
malayan Balsam along streams in 
the Blackdown Hills that feed into 
the River Otter. 

Himalayan Balsam (HB) is an 
annual plant which was sold in 
nurseries after its introduction 
from India in 1839. It is rich in 
nectar and attracts bees. How¬ 
ever it is spreading rapidly and 
poses a threat to native ecosys¬ 
tems. 

Because bees are so attracted 
to it, native plants are starved of 
pollinators and don’t set seed. At 
three metres, Himalayan Balsam 
is the tallest annual plant in Eu¬ 
rope, shading and killing native 
flora, creating clear stands. These 
stands die off each autumn which 
exposes riverbanks to erosion, 
silting up river beds, reducing the 
clear gravel essential for fish to 
breed, and deprives fauna, such 
as water voles, of protective 
cover against predators 

Himalayan Balsam has no natu¬ 
ral enemies to keep it in check, 
seeding is prolific with each plant 
producing up to 800 seeds which 
are catapulted over seven me¬ 
tres. 

An international framework of 
law obliges governments to take 
action against this and other inva¬ 


sive plants. Defra has placed Hi¬ 
malayan Balsam on its invasive 
“hit list”. 

The Farming and Wildlife Advi¬ 
sory Group (FWAG) will be tack¬ 
ling the problem at the River Love 
(Luppitt), River Otter Headwaters 
(Upottery/Churchinford) and the 
River Wolf (Awliscombe). 

The project is funded by the En¬ 
vironment Agency but involves the 
River Otter Association of local 
landowners and anglers, the Black- 
down Hills AONB and Natural Eng¬ 
land. 

There is a similar project taking 
place on the tributaries of the River 
Axe. 

A spokesperson said: “We are 
looking for local farmers and volun¬ 
teers from the community to help us 
tackle this issue. 

“We will be pulling Balsam on the 
streams every Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout July as well 
as some other one-off events and 
would like as many volunteers as 
possible to help us. 

“We are particularly seeking to 
identify ‘Balsam Wardens’ who can 
keep an eye on their patch and help 
us to record and control the plant.” 

For further information, or to get 
involved contact Roland Stonex 
FWAG Southwest Adviser on 
07966 200695 or email 

roland.stonex@fw agsw.org.uk. 
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ChSlr (AlWas 1 Sale Mie £3S9 
4' Sofa Bed Was £S67 Sale Price £499 
4*7" Sofa Bed Was £S67Sale Price £499 




134 High Street, Hon.ton, Devon. EX14 1JP - 01404 42436 - www.besUofhomton.co.uk 

TOM Eft CAR PARK Off Of KIN6 STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OP STORE- BROWSE AT TOUR LEI! 

HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS r 

CARPETS & VYNILS 


H ARB ISON PEARL 6000 POCKET SPRUNG OIVAN 
Natural fillings and superior support ensure the 
Ultimate sleeping experience 

3* RRP £899 Sale Price £700 
4*6" RRP £1199 Sale Price £935 
5* RRP £1399 Sale Price £1100 


CLEARANCE LINES - EX DISPLAY 

Huxley Oak Finish Wall Desk was £283 Now £140 
Huxley Oak Finish 2 Door Sideboard Was £215 Now £99 
Sutcliffe Tuff Table & 2 Chairs Was £500 Now £299 
Sherborne Silverdale Drop End Sofa Was £975 Now £599 
5’ Silentnight Gianni Drawer Divan Was £646 Now £499 
3’ Dreamland Aloe Vera Divan Set Was £275 Now £175 
3’ Memory Pocket 1200 Adjustable RRP £1050 Now £489 
4’ Healthbeds Adjustable Divan set Was £1263 Now £589 
4’6” Aamira Ortho 2 drawer divan Was £249 now £199 
Cherry Nest of tables Was £168 now £75 
Tub chair to clear at £99 





The most comprehensive display of 
Sherborne upholstered suites, 
recliners and fireside furniture in the 
area all now at summer sale prices 



The Wiltshire 1000 Firm is an Ortho Pocket 
Sprung hand tufted Divan Set ideal If you 
prefer a firmer feel. 

3' Set was £312 Sale price £279 
4*6" Set was £434 Sale price £389 
5' Set was £487 Sale price £439 


CARPETS -10% OFF 

Advice you can trust vs as important a matching colours and patterns. 
We offer the right advice on quality, suitability, fibres, underlay and 
most importantly professional planning and installation. When it 
comes to choice look no further. With access to 1000's of carpet 
samples in a myriad of colours, shades, and textures you may be 
spoilt for choice! Our experienced staff will make arrangements to 
vtsit you, accurately measure your floors and work out your 
requirements using the most economical widths to ensure waste is 
kept to the absolute minimum. Our qualified fitters will complete the 
fob professionally with the minimum of disruption. 


The Lynton Drop End Sofa, lounger or 
occasional bed. Matching chairs and 
recliners all exceptionally 
comfortable, with soft chaise seating 
& fibre filled back cushions 
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WE CAN MOVE FURNITURE AND REMOVE 
YOUR 010 HOODING FOR YOU* 

FREE DE1IVERY ON GOODS OVER £150" 
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Lift & Rise 
Dual motor 
recliners 
available 
from £599 

VAT Exempt 


Beautiful oak, teak and pine dining 
and bedroom furniture is on show 
in store, all sold assembled ready to 
be delivered with care to your 
home. Up to 

25% off selected ranees 


New To Bests - The 

Sutcliffe collection of S 
versatile & compact Casual 
dining tables with the Tuff 
table top, resistant to 
scratches, stains and heat 
in a choice of S finishes 
with a choice of S 
matching chairs. 

25% OFF RRP 


Denver Classic shaker pine 
bedframe in Antique pine solid 
slatted base - self assemble 
3' Sale Price £125 
4*6" Sale Price £169 
5* Sale Price £215 




Lift & Rise recliners make 
a huge difference to 
freedom & quality of life 


SERVICE QUALITY & EXPERTISE COME AS STANDARD, SUMMER SALE A BONUS 


Our Pine ranges are now available in 5 
standard painted finishes, we can 
even offer bespoke paint finishes for a 
small extra charge 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Blackdowns clubs and societies 


CLAYHIDON FRIENDS 

MEMBERS enjoyed an evening of creative 
fun with Tina Barns for their June meeting, 
whose hobby of many years has been cake 
decorating. 

First she demonstrated icing a large sponge 
cake with ready-to-roll icing, and following 
on, demonstrated some ways to decorate a 
cupcake with brightly coloured shapes. 

Then it was members turn. Using cutters of 
flowers, leaves, stars and much more, they 
produced near professional looking cakes; 
some done freestyle like Margaret’s “egg and 
sausage breakfast” and Vivienne’s cats! 

The evening was great fun and very socia¬ 
ble. Grateful thanks went to Tina - and mem¬ 
bers enjoyed her sponge cake for 
refreshments. 

Tina is taking part in the “Race for Life”, so 
they were pleased to be able to sponsor her in 
this. 

HEMYOCK WI 

THE president welcomed members to the 
June meeting in the Forbes Lounge. 

Daphne Shepherd acted as secretary for the 
evening. Interest was shown in several of the 
county events and members agreed to enter 
the skittles competition and possibly the darts 
as well. The “Go Segway” day and croquet 
days also drew interest so applications will be 
made for the limited spaces. 

Lyn reported on an excellent day in Exeter 
which she and Judith had attended. The sub¬ 
ject was ‘Dementia’ with excellent speakers 
including Angela Rippon. 

A decision was made on which country He- 
myock would use as their theme for the Mid 
Devon Show in July and a sub-committee 
was formed. 

Lyn then introduced Professor Brian Kirby 
who came from Exeter to give a talk which he 
called ‘A Light Hearted Look at Longevity’. 
It was not exactly ‘Light Hearted’ but was 
very interesting. 



INSPIRING WOMEN 


Mankind lives longer than most species as 
we take longer to develop. Just think about the 
animals which are born then up and walking 
almost immediately while we take about 12 
months. 

We are living longer now because of infec¬ 
tion control and better nutrition. We cut short 
our own lives with inactive lifestyles and poor 
diets. One in five people still smoke despite 
all the warnings. He said that 60 per cent of 
us are overweight and 30 per cent of children. 
So keep active in both body and mind to enjoy 
the extra years we are now going to live. 

The professor judged the competition for a 
photograph of one our ancestors. He was very 
interested in the many entries but Karen Pin- 
der’s entry came first. Carolyn was second 
and Mary Hawkins third. 

There were many beautiful entries for the 
Flower of the month but a red rose brought by 
Margaret Ackland was the winner. 

Before Brenda started one of her famous 
quizzes, she thanked members for the gifts 
and cards received after her recent stay in hos¬ 
pital and said that she was looking forward to 
attending the AGM in Leeds at the end of the 
week and would give her report at the next 
meeting on July 1st when the competition will 
be for three homemade chocolate biscuits and 
the speaker will be Gillian Coates giving a 
talk which she calls ‘Chocolate Amour’. 



■ MEMBERS of Sampford Arundel WI celebrated their 95th anniversary 


WI celebrates 95th year in style 


IT was a very good year, 1919 - Alcock 
and Brown made the first trans-Atlantic 
flight, Lady Aster became the first 
woman to take her seat in parliament, 
the pop-up toaster was patented...and 
Sampford Arundel WI was formed. 

The WI organisation in Britain was 
then itself only four-years-old, Sampford 
Arundel was the first in the area. It was 
impressed on those members that it was 
“important to have representatives of 
every class on the committee”. In fact, 
it was a place - rare for that time - where 
all could meet as equals. 

At a recent meeeting copies of the orig¬ 
inal records were on show, and present 


members could envision the scene - long 
clothes, big hats, everyone being ad¬ 
dressed by their surname, and records 
being written in ink. The aim - simple 
yet huge - was to enhance members’ 
lives, an ethos which holds true today. 

National and county membership is 
growing overall, bucking the trend for 
groups, so the WI is still going very 
strong. 

Because of rain, the planned garden 
event was quickly, with true WI effi¬ 
ciency, moved to the village hall (in 
1919 they’d met in a hut), where every¬ 
one was dressed in their favourite finery 
- including hats. There was entertain¬ 


ment a quiz, scrap books, which brought 
back many happy memories and, of 
course, a delicious celebratory tea, with 
the beautiful cake being cut by Esther 
(or, should I say ‘Miss Twose’?) who 
had joined as a young girl with her 
mother. Esther then gave a brief history 
of Sampford Arundel WI before a short 
talk by Kay, Mrs Shore’s successor 95 
years on. 

A toast was drunk with thoughts and 
thanks, and for a brief moment members 
touched hands in friendship with all 
those members over the past 95 years. 

Finishing a delightful time with - of 
course - “Jerusalem”. 


Kent Farm 

Residential Home 

Mill Street Uffculme EX15 3AR 



01884 840144 

- 



21 Single Rooms - 16 en-suite 

2 adapted disabled Respite Rooms with full wet room. 
Specialist 4 bedded Dementia Living Unit available 
Day Care & Respite Care available 
NVQ Level 2,3 & 4 trained staff providing 24 hour care. 
Family & Friends involvement is supported and encouraged. 
Active Residents' Committee. 

Excellent 3 star rating with Care Quality Commission 

***** VACANCIES NOW AVAILABLE ***** 

For individual care package requirements please contact 
Sadie White or Pauleen MaTtrise for informal discussion. 
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kentfarmadmin@gmall.com 


Mrs Sadie R White 


www.kent-farm.co.uk 
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Support group launched 
for owners of rough land 


A NEW group aimed at supporting landowners with 
marshes, meadows and moorland, has been set up in 
the Blackdown Hill s. 

The Blackdown Hills Rough Grazing Association 
recently held its inaugural meeting at Smeatharpe vil¬ 
lage Hall and was attended by almost 40 people who 
are all involved in some way in managing rough, mar¬ 
ginal land in the Blackdowns. 

The group has been formed to provide a network and 
a voice for landowners and managers who have 
marshy pastures, meadows, heath or moorland in the 
Blackdown Hills. This type of land, often found on 
steep valley sides, around springs, stream sides or 
among willow woodland, is difficult to farm effec¬ 
tively, but is also extraordinarily rich in wildlife, with 
dozens of unusual wildflowers and butterflies. 

The purpose of the new association is to enable own¬ 


ers of this type of land to share experiences on how to 
farm it in ways which make economic sense, while 
sustaining and enjoying its wildlife. 

At the meeting, the group elected Charlie Hopcraft 
and Graham Salmon as joint chairs of the association. 
Gavin Saunders gave a talk on the wildlife of the 
Blackdowns’ rough pastures, and Russell Batchelor 
held a question and answer session on his experience 
of grazing longhorn cattle in the Neroche forest. 

The association has a new website at www.black- 
do wnsroughgrazers .co.uk. 

All those with an interest in this aspect of the Black- 
down Hills landscape can join the association, at a 
cost of £15. Joining is easy via the website, and mem¬ 
bers gain on-line access to tailored information about 
agricultural and environmental issues, and free or sub¬ 
sidised entry to events. 



■ HEMYOCK gardeners on their weekend trip away 

Gardeners take a holiday 



(El]E4®l Err y ^Harriers 

Tine Wines - Tine Toocf - Tine Time 



'Greatfoodfor any mood ' 

We are children and animal friendly and well behaved clean 
dogs on leads are welcome in the Bar Area. 
Torches Corner, Chayhidon, (Devon <EX15 3TX 
Telephone 01823 421270 


■ SHUTE resident 
Paddy Magrane (pic¬ 
tured left) has penned 
a thriller, drawing on 
his experience as a 
psychotherapist. 

His book “Disorder” 
tells the story of Sam 
Keddie, a shrink forced 
on the run after the 
death of one of his 
clients, the Secretary 
of State for Interna¬ 
tional Development. 

Hounded by govern¬ 
ment hitmen, Sam 
must discover the min¬ 
ister’s dark secret, be¬ 
fore he’s silenced 
forever. 

Paddy said he was 
previously represented 
by J.K. Rowling’s liter¬ 
ary agent, The Blair 
Partnership. 


THE Hemyock Gardener’s Asso¬ 
ciation (HGA) had an enjoyable 
weekend away with good 
weather, good company and 
lovely gardens to visit. 

The first visit was to Dewstow 
Gardens in Wales. These gardens 
had been buried and the land used 
for farming, but were rediscov¬ 
ered in 2000. The grottos and rock 
gardens have been revealed and 
with ponds and lovely trees, it re¬ 
ally was an excellent start with 
very good refreshments. 

After lunch the coach took the 


group to Bourton House Garden 
in the Cotswolds which has imag¬ 
inative Topiary and lovely water 
features. 

Saturday was spent at the NEC 
in Birmingham where BBC Gar¬ 
dener’s World Live was being 
held. Members tickets also al¬ 
lowed access to the BBC Good 
Food Show so plenty, of things to 
interest the group. 

The first stop on the way home 
was to Hidcote Gardens and then 
just a short drive to an even more 
colourful garden, Kiftsgate, near 


Chipping Campden. This garden 
has been developed by three gen¬ 
erations of women gardeners over 
almost a century and is now world 
renowned. With some very step 
land to cope with, it was inspira¬ 
tional. Unfortunately, the famous 
Kiftsgate Rose was not in bloom 
but the amount of buds showed 
that it will look fantastic in a few 
weeks time. 

The chairman of the HGA 
thanked everyone including the 
driver and said plans were in hand 
for another venture next year. 


All the fun of the fair at Angersleigh 


ANGERSLEIGH Church will be holding a fair this 
month. 

The fair will take place at Lowton Manor, Lowton 
on Saturday, July 26th, starting at 2.30pm. 

There will be the traditional stalls, selling books, 


cakes, produce, plants, new to you, a bottle stall, and 
a children's comer with pony rides, a bouncy castle, 
face painting and games. 

There will also be skittles and a coconut shy, deli¬ 
cious home made teas and music. 


facebook 


BLACKDOWN 
BEER FEST 


Friday August 8 th 6pm - 1230 am 
Saturday August 9 1 " lpm - 12am 







Bucking Bronco • Real Ale 1 ' 
Fun and Games • Cider 
Good Food 
Camping 


• Wine 

• Live Music 


Cherry Hayes Farm, 
Smeatharpe, EX14 9RD 
Just lOmias from Honiton 

w w w .blackdo* nbeerfesti val xo .uk 


_ 



























8 July 2014 


View from the Blackdown Hill s 


Church launch £10,000 door appeal I 


FUNDRAISING has 
begun to install a new 
oak framed glazed door 
to the outside porch of St 
Mary’s parish church, 
Hemyock. 

The door will provide 
extra light allowing the 
inner doors to be left 
open without compromis¬ 
ing heat or security. The 
work will also provide an 
opportunity to improve 


drainage, hopefully miti¬ 
gating some of the recent 
flooding issues. 

The cost of the door and 
additional drainage work 
to the path will cost in the 
region of £10,000 and 
fundraising has begun. 

Donations in memory 
of loved ones have al¬ 
ready been received and a 
leaflet giving details of 
the project has gone to 


every house in the parish. 

It is thought that there 
may be others in the 
wider community and be¬ 
yond who have a past or 
present association with 
St Mary’s who may wish 
to make a donation, or 
there may be those who 
simply wish to make a 
personal gift. 

There will be a Memo¬ 
rial Book where names 


The Local 
Newspaper for the 

Blackdown Hills 





Honiton Show 
August - Special edition 

supporting the BHBA 

(The Blackdown Hills Business Association) 

To place an advert - 01297 35750 
Email: rose.siwek@tindlenews.co.uk 
Editorial - Email: 

blackdown@tindlenews. co.uk 


and messages will be on 
display in the church. 
There will be no mention 
of the amount donated 
and each donor and mes¬ 
sage will be given a new 
page. 

Further details can be 
obtained from churchwar¬ 
dens - David Bawler 
(01823 680352) email 
bawlerl952@hotmail.co 
m; or Jenny Doble (01823 
680174). 

In other church 
news... 

■ THANKS to the suc¬ 
cess of the monthly Win¬ 
ter lunches at St Mary's 
church, Hemyock, organ¬ 
isers have successfully 
extended them into the 
summer months. 

July 17th will see home¬ 
made soup, pudding and 
coffee served at the 
church room from 
12.30pm. Donations for 
this will be given to the 
fabric fund towards build¬ 
ing improvements. 

■ THE annual St Mary’s 
Church fete, a major 
fundraising event, will be 
held at the Hemyock 
recreation field on Satur¬ 
day, July 12th. 

■ THANKS to the sup¬ 
port of parishoners in the 
Upper Culm Valley Mis¬ 
sion Community, just 
over £755 has been raised 


3h Blackdown Hills 

D a Business Association 


Join the Blackdown Hills 
Business Association in 2014 

We have been supporting businesses for over 30 years 

Join us and you will get free online directory entries, 
discounts on advertising in the 2014 Blackdown Hills 
Directory and in the View from the Blackdown Hills 

Join us and you will get invites to the 
Honiton show, Taunton markets, FREE training, 
socials and networking events 

Membership of the BHBA is £50 per year 

For more information, please contact Val Baker on 01823 681484 
or email info@bhba.org.uk www.bhba.org.uk 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 


for this year’s Christian 
Aid collection. 

■ ROGATIONTIDE has 
been celebrated at St 
Mary’s Church, Hemy¬ 
ock, with a service con¬ 
ducted by The Reverend 
David Burton. 

Following the opening 
of the service the congre¬ 
gation were led by the 
choir to the church gate 
where a reading was 
given by a member of the 
church, a prayer said and 
hymn sung accompanied 
on accordion by Ron 
White. 

This format was used as 
the people processed 
around the perimeter of 
the church stopping at 
various points to remem¬ 
ber various aspects of vil¬ 
lage life from tourism to 
farming before returning 
indoors when Holy Com¬ 
munion was celebrated. 



HOW the new oak door to the church will look 


Tuck shop raises £150 for animal sanctuary 

A SCHOOLGIRL from Taunton has 
raised more than £150 for a local an¬ 
imal sanctuary in memory of her dog 
Alfie. 

Ella Herbison, aged 11, from Cas¬ 
tle School in Taunton, Somerset, 
raised £155 for Feme Animal Sanc¬ 
tuary in Chard towards their “New 
Digs For Dogs” £lmillion project 
appeal. 

Ella said: “I read a leaflet about the 
appeal and decided to set up a tuck 
shop in my class room at school. 

“I ran it every lunch-time for three 
weeks. I raised the money for the 
new dog kennels in memory of my 
golden Labrador Alfie, who came 
from Feme eight years ago.” 

Mum Tanya said: “We got Alfie 
from Feme in 2004 when he was just 
one year old. 

“Sadly, he died of cancer last year, 
aged eight. He was a great pet. Dur¬ 
ing his life with us, he took part in 
agility classes and together, Ella and 
Alife obtained their bronze and silver 
Good Citizen awards. They were 
also planning on getting gold. 

“Ella is a member of the Young 
Kennel Club and Alfie took part in 
two Young Kennel Club summer 
camps with us as a family. They also 
took part in flyball, handling and dog 
showing and also attended lessons at 
Somerset Canine Obedience Club. 

“Alfie was a naughty Labrador - 
people would say he was ‘Marley 
and Me Live’ all the time! But he 
was incredibly loyal and loving to 
us. 

“Ella was really pleased to receive 
her fund-raising certificate from 
Feme. We are both really looking 
forward to seeing the new rehoming 



ELEVEN-year-old Ella Herbison with her dog Alfie 


centre open towards the end of this 
year.” 

Feme Animal Sanctuary recently 
launched their £1 million project 
“New Digs for Dogs” to build a new 
enhanced kennel block, improved 
grooming and veterinary care room, 


information hub, social unit, offices, 
reception and purpose built rehom¬ 
ing centre at their site in Somerset. 

Fundraising packs for the appeal 
and details of how to donate can be 
obtained by calling Feme Animal 
Sanctuary on 01460 65214. 


Road users demand improvements 


FROM page 1 

Chair of the Blackdown Hills Parish Network, Traffic, 
Transport and Highways Group, said he feared dualling 
the road could have a detrimental effect on the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

He said the Blackdown Hills AONB’s common national 
objectives include conserving and enhancing the natural 
and cultural heritage of the AONB; supporting the eco¬ 
nomic and social well-being of local communities in ways 
which contribute to conservation and enhancement of nat¬ 
ural beauty; promoting public understanding and enjoy¬ 
ment of the nature and culture, and encouraging people 
to take action for their conservation, and value, sustain, 
and promote the benefits that AONB s provide for society, 
including clean air and water, food and other services vital 


to the nation’s health and well-being. 

Mr Pearson said: “How are these to be translated when 
looking at improving the A303/A30, especially the argu¬ 
ment that it should be dualled across the AONB? Politi¬ 
cians need to be very aware what effect this will have in 
conserving, protecting and enhancing its natural beauty, 
because once it is breached it takes a very long time to re¬ 
turn, if at all.” 

The consultation is running in parallel to a study carried 
out by the Highways Agency, looking at the options for 
improvement along the entire corridor that runs from 
Devon to Hampshire. 

Exhibition events are expected to mn during July to set 
out progress of the study so far and detail the next steps 
to improve the route between Honiton and Broadway. 
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Only the best at the 21st Mid Devon Show 


THIS year looks set to deliver another spectacular show¬ 
case at the 21st Mid Devon Show held at Hartnoll Farm, 
Post Hill on Saturday, July 26th. 

Main Ring entertainment includes daredevil stunt rider 
Jamie Squibb, providing a motorcycle display guaran¬ 
teed to thrill while Ed Chanin from Bickleigh will give 
a para equestrian dressage display, supported by the 
Chillipaws Huskies, heavy horses, vintage machinery, 
private driving, classic vehicles and motorbikes and a 
grand parade of all the livestock champions among a 


■ SCENES from last year’s Mid Devon Show 


host of other entertainment. 

Top class livestock from the most respected breeders 
in the West Country will be out in force, with high entries 
for dairy and beef cattle, both native and continental as 
well as sheep, pigs and pygmy goats including full sec¬ 
tions of many British rare breeds. 

The “Widecombe Wag” Tony Beard, plays host to an 
impressive line-up of talented entertainers including Bar¬ 
racuda, Tiverton Town Band, City Steam Jazz Band, 
Kalash Tribal and Mr Showers in the very popular Music 


and Dance Pavilion. 

The countryside arena will feature the British Fly Cast¬ 
ing Club, Owls R Us, Devon Birds of Prey, North Devon 
Gun Dogs, Kyrton Archers as well as gun safety, huskie 
dogs and ferret racing. 

Visitors return each year to see the unique farm demon¬ 
strations that combine modem and vintage machinery in¬ 
cluding heavy horse teams, all working the land. 

If you’re looking for a cuddly type of animal, you’ll 
love the rabbits as there will be a whole marquee devoted 
to them with lots going on. 

Food is always high on the agenda so a visit to the very 
popular farmer’s market and food hall are a must. 

Hospiscare is the show’s nominated charity for 2014 
and they will be looking for support for their local base 
at Pine Lodge, Post Hill, Tiverton. 

Gates open to the public from 9am and advance tickets 
are available at the reduced rate of £13 for adults or £4 



for children (aged five - 16-years) and are available from 
Stags in Wellington and the tourist information offices 
in both Wellington and Taunton and online at www.mid- 
devonshow.co.uk until close of business on Monday, July 
21st, thereafter at gate prices of adults £14 and children 
£5 . 

For more information please visit the website or contact 
show organiser, Carolyn Branton on 01884 242486. 



MID DEVON SHOW 

Saturday 26 July 2014 
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Jiiwf SpaUb Mcftffctcle Onptap 
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Advance Tkctam Oaflaar Also at Wtfltnyton 
and Taunton TIC* and Slag* in Wal ng ton 

Gatos Open • Free Parting 
www.micldevonihow.co.uk 






(Hosts to The Wes* of Engiand Hound Show) 


MAIN RING ACTS SO FAR... 

• Jason Smyth’s Adrenaline Tour - Quad Bike Stunt Show 
• Grand Parade of Livestock • Alpacas, Cattle, Horses & Sheep 
Bob Hogg's Sheepdog Display and "The Sheep Show" 

DONKEY RIDES • VINTAGE TRACTORS ■ DOG & POULTRY SHOWS 
PROFESSOR TWISTOPHER’S PUNCH & JUDY (AS SEEN ON DOWNTON ABBEY) 


Children (Under 16) Free Entry when accompanied by an adult 


A fantastic day out for all the family, gates open at 8.00am 

Tickets in advance just £13.00 

Secretary; Marcelle Connor, Bank House, 66a High Street, 

Honiton, Devon EX141PS 

www.honitonshow.co.uk 
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LeisureReview 


To advertise 
contact 
Rose Siwek 
on 01297 35750 


The hills are alive with the sound of music 


THIS year’s Blackdown Hills Beer and Music Festival 
will be held on Friday, August 8th and Saturday, August 
9th at Cherry Hayes Farm, Smeatharpe, Near Honiton. 

Set in the beautiful surroundings of the Blackdown 
Hills on the Devon and Somerset border, the festival will 
kick off on Friday night at 6pm where there will be 40 
plus ales and a selection of ciders on offer together with 
Tricky Cider, whose popular traditional cider will also be 
available. 

Wine and lager will be available too. 

Organisers have said the music line up is beginning to 
take shape with something for everyone in mind over the 
whole weekend. 


Details are being updated on the website. 

Saturday afternoon will be similar to last year with lots 
on offer for the kids, which will be free. 

This year there will be gladiator jousting, an obstacle 
course, dunk tank, apple bobbing, splat the rat, welly 
wanging, art and crafts, festival games, face painting and 
more. 

Then from 6pm on Saturday people are being chal¬ 
lenged to tame the Blackdown Rodeo Bull! The record 
is 44 seconds and there is a prize for the winner and a 
place for them in the hall of fame on the beer festival 
website. 

Ther is lots of food on offer including the Blackdown 


banger, which is locally produced, and a wood fired free 
range hog roast. 

Jane’s legendary Veggie curry will also be on offer. 

Organisers said: “Last year the Beer and Music Festi¬ 
val was a huge success and we received some very pos¬ 
itive feedback from our festival goers. 

“We had lots of requests for funding and we were able 
to approve them all.” 

The festival started in 1996. Each year, the festival 
gives grants for music teaching to local schools. 

“Without these grants, music would inevitably come 
very low down on the list of priorities for small schools 
on a tight budget, and many children might never have 


the chance to find out what they can do,” said organis¬ 
ers. 

Tickets can be bought online, only at the Blackdown 
Beer Festival website or on the gate. 

Camping is also available nearby with a snack bar on¬ 
site for breakfast. U14’s can camp and get free entry to 
the festival with an adult. 

The camp site opens at 2.30pm on Friday, August 8th. 

Full details of this and previous years can be found on 
the Beer Festival website 

www.blackdownbeerfestival.co.uk. Festival news is also 
available on Facebook or follow @BHBAMF on Twit¬ 
ter, 


Celebrating all things agricultural at the 124th Hontion Show 


THE 124th Honiton Agricultural Show takes place on Thursday, August 7th. 

The grand parade is one of the many highlights of the main ring activities 
where the day’s livestock winners proudly parade. 

The 2014 main ring will be a hive of activity with fantastic acts such as the 
Adrenaline Tour a spectacular motocross show performed by ex World 
Championship Moto-Cross rider Jason Smyth with amazing aerial tricks. 

Bob Hogg’s Sheep Display is a new addition to the main ring pro¬ 
gramme; Bob performs highly entertaining displays which includes dogs, 
sheep, geese and ducks! Children are invitied to join in whilst the dogs 
and ducks complete a course, go down a slide and into a pool. 

“The Sheep Show” comesto Honiton for the very first time, a humorous, 
educational, live stage show all about sheep. Nine breeds will be present 
and not to miss is the sheep shearing and their “dancing sheep”! 

The lower field incorporates all that is countryside with hurdle making, 
ferret racing, a blacksmiths guild and a trip down memory lane with a vin¬ 
tage tractor section with more than 100 vehicles on display. 

Honiton plays host to the West of England Hound Show, a show within 
a show, which attracts a huge following countrywide. 


There is the wonderful dog show comprising both pedigree and fun 
classes for the pet pooch. If chickens are your interest there is a fantastic 
poultry show and sale. 

There is entertainment for children with Professor Twistopher’s Punch 
and Judy, as seen on the hugely popular and wildly acclaimed television 
series Downton Abbey. 

With more than 400 trade stands, including crafts, shopping and a fabu¬ 
lous food hall, there really is something for everyone. There will be a huge 
and diverse range of food courts to tickle your taste buds with local cater¬ 
ers offering the very best produce; why not start with a delicious bacon 
roll and end the day with a refreshing Pimms from local Otter Brewery. 

A spokesperson for Honiton Show said: “Honiton prides itself on being 
a truly traditional agricultural show with a unique atmosphere it brings 
new and traditional agriculture together, so make a note in the diary, 7th 
August, we all look forward to welcoming you.” 

Accompanied under 16’s are free and you can make savings and pur¬ 
chase your advance tickets now for just £13 per adult for a whole day of 
entertainment. 


For further details on the show or details on becoming a member of the As¬ 
sociation with all its benefits please contact the secretary on 01404 41794 or 
visit the website www.honitonshow.co.uk. 



di Son 

Nri'Ctun 
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Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel : 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 
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Blackdown HMis 


THE GOOD UFE IN THE _ 

MfflMTff 


entrance is free 

s EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 


A FESTIVAL OF SMALLHOLDING, HOME 
PRODUCE AND TRADITIONAL SKILLS 

• Try hands on activities and learn new skills 

• Meet local producers working with nature 

• Find out how produce shaped the Blackdowns 

• Discover how to benefit wildlife on your patch 




Tuck into a Wl lunch and collect local recipes 


www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 
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Axminster Guildhall 

Thursday 1 8th & Friday 19th September 2014 



Promoted by Pulman’s View from Axminster 
and Axminster Chamber of Commerce 




12 July 2014 


View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 

Building Services I Cleaning Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 

GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable &Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 


n 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


n 


Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 




Garages 


Countryside Management 




rvm 

Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics i 


• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE * INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 

• ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, "Chard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1 FA 01460 64255 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
w w w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 




Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
O; Joinery. Please Visit A 
k* My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. 


For all your advertising 
needs in the Blackdown Hills 
phone 01297 35750 


Peter Cooper 


Tel: 07960 589734 




Set Build / Carpentry / Jo*>ery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 


Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitung 



Gardens 


Plumbing and Electrical 


Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 

^ Survey*/Reports / Mlanling 

/ Planting / Crown Reshaping 

j Pruning / Thinning 

/ Frlling / Stumpgrinding 

f Fully Insured 

ApftftKat CannotUtf o f tAt AfhttiitultNJdl Axmcidtion 

/24 Hr Call Out / Estate Management 

C’.ovrrinp TWr Swth Wnt 

T: 01823 «B 7 'i M: 67831 I 0 B 4 -IS 

uk W «rww.luki>ni-)urr.L'uiik 

I'M IBB 




Local News 
Local People 
Local Businesses 


The Local 
Newspaper for the 

Blackdown Hills 



ORN HAYES 
U RSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 

Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other fruit trees), 

’ Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

i 01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Oarc 



Arc Taunton Ltd 

Unit A Blackdown Business Park, Sylvan Road, 4V 

Wellington, SomersetTA21 8ST : tJ - 

Call us: 01823 665181 

info@arctaunton.com -www.arctaunton.com * 




For all your advertising 
needs in the Blackdown Hills 
phone 01297 35750 


Call 0129735750 - Email: rose.siwek@tindlenetvs.co.uk 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES • VALUERS • COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES • COUNTRY * EQUESTRIAN 


Derbyshire’s 


A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Dtrrto) ttliircV we recognise that village and rural propertied require specialist marketing, and have a department which 
fust specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlet* between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recently 
described by Marcus Whcweil, CEO of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as "timfmh tlx fx/urr* nhert tlx 11 #A 

Stmt .Agents finish and tlx Country Homjt bvys begin". 




Siaplcgrovc, Taunton - £695,000 


A Iftth ctntunr pJik 111 
cwuiinwk iIom. ? h 
iMilvuim, loMi*, *rnr»f mm, Snii^ raaim. 
brvdkfwl om«s ViK-VpK W»W» mum. rmfNiM 



Tatworth, Chard- £999,950 


StMillfilll) |»rfti4 fotiiMf «(ltl S 

Mn«NiM iend l with icym ic > lidtmaN 

LintiuNac. uni annexe. Set in hwkoynl fanlnu 
Mad fuAlink uadtii^ U& non, rannui wdm i liln|i 
• 1 th lyrn tw pmmiil. Unrated «n tlw m%( of 4 

Mti|hH<n«t vlt^p iM SmM Iktttdft JufiMlt 
m EPCD 



Higher Chillingion - £675,000 


A Chmurt tmif f art it «pfMuilmiicl> S amt. 
ActmmolmMi cmrpuec.: cmrunt hall, kitchen / 


, uttim i 

ctiidt end wt n w tva nrv M« 

(Wihrt hnWuNiH 4 id fmili kuhmm. Dtwhk 
lump. ilri»o»»t m« in ^fTNMMMh 5 m 


hd>mrn| tu the p rupertt nmtal d pnltkcb, 
woodland mi fomul gattkni «na . ETC t>. 


Lopenhend • £415,000 


ipmitimiKh 147 um wtth erpanne cuilttAltnit 



t«|iiMtiun itNtli iuh|Mi tn picnttinf. CmpttNi l 
Rmniim htl, Mttkf oms daiini mom/tm^ kip 
Uidwn/WcafMt mm * nutter hnlmun nhh c* 


fund? I 


EKF. 


Chafd»tuck - £375,000 


A rare iffutamn tu ar«pare 4 cjmiImm Attached 
hiHfAift ml *dMi«tuid tiue b«dh beet* •lih 
further milhtliUtit. 3 Mrumtt, helltmem, kiutfr, 
dtntrtf mem* laechcn/hrcakiaat nnm, ipanmu 
entrance htiL Btndllt Stun nd tired ormrd huting 
end Aiubh ginit^ Some built hum , thetakup with 
pit and itfTW DotMr druttnl pmtr Dwtdinl 
•tank |tn«r. Gardena end parking. EPC IX 


nctmh hum ixumkti w e hgh tutWknL The 
property hu 4 liflf end eir> feel ml enkyt * t|t«n 
Milage knriim the! te ekiae to the kul Mt n e lin end 
put 3 nalea daunt Sane the merhet toea d 
Unimer. hft IX 


l/ondort Property Exhibitions 


Ai iM cu d K ts of the Guild of Pvufeaaaotud Ettete Agents, our pmputin arc ninducted through (he Guild”* prrectgiouo office* In Park Lent bmdun ihtwaghnut tltr 
year. However »n addition we hold regular Summct Property Etchi heat one during which we completely take met and ataff the Gtakl't offeree. Tide 
a iinaque opportunity to eat down with lamdnei Buvere and damm their individual rcxpitrrmrntis effeerneh taking our property portfolio to 


Fr 


Mamie Ikind - V tUugr and fi 


Derbyshire’s 

O ' h'/Atyr ttm/ (• 

If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village 8c Country team on 01460 63600. 


T riqhtmcve 


www.dcrbyshires.net 
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Cheddon Fitzpaine £1,495,000 

A substantia* country house positioned near to Taunton Town in a wonderful rural setting. The property 
comprises seven bedrooms, four bathrooms, drawing room, dmng room conservatory.TV room, study, breakfast 
room, entertainment rooms Wailed feature garden, various lawned areas, outbuildings, garages and rural views 
for an appointment < 0 visit call 01823 252 S00 




Blagdon Hill, Near Taunton. £695,000 

A detached 4 bedroomed home composing drawing room dining room, study, kitchen* 
breakfast room, conservatory, suite with fitted dressing room.Three further bedrooms 
one ensuitc. family bathroom, outbuildings & stables, area. 9 acres. Call 01823 252 500. 
Immediate Possession Possible. 


Maiden Down £345,000 

Village Location Three bed detached cottage with three reception rooms, kitchen. utAty. 
Lovely girders circa. I acre. Linhay garage studio and workshop with potential to extend 
(subject to pp)-THtS PROPERTY MUST BE SEEN. Call 01823 252 500 


www.rodgerssouthwest.com 


Town and Country Property Specialists since 1988 

18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TAl 1UB T 01823 252 500 E salesISrodgerssouthwesl.com 
Offices covering: DEVON SOMERSET BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HERTFORDSHIRE MIDDLESEX 
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¥ 

stags.co.uk 

ARLA 

STAGS 

Residential Lettings 

AsSODttlOTY Of 
Residential Lctlmg Agents 



bam in pofi»«v viligp Heart pUn ffrt*nQ*m«} mm. clrfvn. Jit> m«- A rtv»r*rt*r 4 tiwlm m i*it4rr»*ieri tnrrrw rn»ch tv>.«n wrft tov«*y jn«i set n 1u popiiir vCtn^a kraWi 

#km« room 3 tu ctoor m. Y an lUla. tartimcm CtCHi •after baaing. I'arYti^ garget mu A/aU:4i nc« tlM band biham ful team »ttr»g ^oam. ut*t> t1Uwr>br««tYul roam inrij room ard balfvoorr. Liea m*d 

C. TtnAN Vm **>»> m»i 343iS | **>.!•«. r«ji^ **»Ubfta «xJ o# Jt*f. EFC Bmd D. T«n*4 Wn appfty. ftafe F*ki 


niOO pen* 


Mnnrtnn 0140* AJSM 


CiJOQpoei 


Tj*ailo» 0t«93 4473W 



LANDLORDS 

No interest in your property? 


At Stags we offer: 

■ A unique regonal network 

■ Unrivalled marketing and advertising 

■ Over 4.000 registered applicants 

■ Experienced and Qualified staff 

Result: 

More Viewings | More Choice | Better Tenant 

Call to arrange your FREE, no obligation, rental apprai&al 


s* 

Sr AGs 




A* opto plan gaunt) flocr cm* bedwn apertryor n oxft>vt) Ope* pftan fttrtienr mg %* k *» 5*o*tr*xrn 

Loffmtnsi lan^ loom t r4SM Stal (rckunral mgfta tra Aafefte m\d at Jura kPC Hand U Warrl I mi Appr> 'iW» 
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Sampford Arundel 


A yexM 4 irtwimfe) aem Peiacfred emperty *i Bccrt»<f* r t and v«4>y>CK4Kn Urge 

garden and aoutfte 9 * 7 * 9 * QfCX tPC r«r*d r Van TMtVp^ iMrt: rnct flTErt 


fWiK.n Taerdon 01*W 447366 



Taenlo* W233 A473W 


rrw#oe« 


Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | London 


The West Country Letting Agent 
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stags.co.uk 

The West Country is Stags Country 
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1.3 Acres 


Smeatharpe 


M t km teX on iNrtf aartr xaw »t fci am i 
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Glide 


2.8 Acres 


4 BtchK^a i.veaaiar aviulai atfi mOfmomrt bafcsony weft tar 
Po«* Gaotro aH *Ar»ge pod arto tdrpcxi 4 Stem* ***** 2 too*** 
***** wxJ an hw vi *wdr»d CPC Band 0 AH> FVto WW 

Huttfton 01404 436IB 



Lower Slopes of The Blackdowns mb 1.8 Acres Sampford Arundel 
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Nicholashayne 


0.5 Acres 


Chardstock 
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Hendon 01404 40015 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


For advice and assistant* on a variety of i 1 
including: 

WMfton* 

Rirel Ptanrtng and Dtertfloaficn 

RereABDiBS 

CcmpdBcry PuKfew and Comptreeiic*^ 
Lanrfcrd and tenant Marcca 
Estate Mereg^nant 
AgMy^rnnmsnl 

Contact Mark Htsson on 01823 862822 


Cornwall | 

| Devon | Somerset | 

| Dorset | 

| London 




































